Elders Training Workshop

May 7, 2009
10. “Inviting and Pursuing Correction.”

Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J. Mahaney     

Assignment:  Please read Chapter 10: “Inviting and Pursuing Correction,” pp 123 - 134.
Introduction
How did you feel after you read this tenth Chapter? Honestly, now!! Of all the chapters, this one makes me want to pretend I lost the book and couldn’t finish it! 
Little by little with each chapter Mahaney keeps chipping away at us, like peeling layers off an onion to get at the core of challenging us to experience true greatness. He’s taken us from an intellectual story defining humility in its battle with our pride. We felt quite comfortable in gaining a better understanding of humility by examining the humility of Jesus through which God’s amazing grace was made possible.

Even the further chapters in which Mahaney gave some practical insights on how to practice humility were most helpful. But have you noticed how each succeeding chapter seems to peel away more and more layers of defense mechanisms by which we could still rationalize, evade and side step the hard core issue:  that each of us needs to deal with our ego and pride if Christ is going to do a transforming work in us. 
Having confronted us in chapter nine with the question: “what do your words reveal about your spirit? (p 120), He has saved the best one for last. In this tenth chapter, he is asking how serious are we about wanting God to do a powerful work in us? Are we truly open for God’s spirit to reveal those pride issues that hinders Christ’s Image to shine more brightly through us? This chapter challenges us to take a step in a direction in which we actively pursue inviting others to expose us and speak God’s correction to us.
In his concluding section, Mahaney writes: “…although each of us can display competence in a variety of areas, this is never so in respect to discerning our sin. On our own, you and I will never develop a competence for recognizing our sin, we’ll always need help.” (p 133) “Do you have faith enough to know that by God’s grace He’ll give those closest to you important insights into your soul that you don’t perceive on your own?” (p 130) What would happen to RCC if its Elders and Pastoral Staff were that open to God’s gaze?

Scripture Study:  Selected Verses

1. Take a few minutes and read Revelation 1:12 – 16. What kind of impression do you get of Jesus from this description?

2. Knowing who it is that addresses the seven churches, what does he procede to do with each of the seven churches? 

(2:2 – 3 and 4 – 6; 2:9; 2:13; 14 – 15, etc.)

· If Jesus examined you as He did the seven churches in Revelation, what would He say about your strengths and weaknesses?

3. According to James, for those of us who know and study the bible well, what is our biggest problem? (Ja. 1:22 – 24)

4. What important prayer must we as Elders continually pray? 

(Psa. 139:23 – 24)

5. Why do you suppose James includes the first part of Vs. 16 to be included in the prayer for the sick?

· What if we, as Elders, are too proud to do that?

Book Study
1. What did you think about Mahaney’s illustration of the finely dressed man with a blob of cream cheese on his mustache? (pg. 123 – 124)
· How did you answer his question on page 124?

2. Would you agree or disagree with Mahaney that “…in assuming I needed no one else’s eyes upon it, was actually the height of arrogance? (p. 126)

3. Yes, we all have “cream cheese on our faces,” but how can you be sure that people’s perception of you is correctly motivated? (pg. 127 – 128)

4. Read pages128 – 130, how did you answer his questions on page 130?

5. Notice on page 129 how he stresses “must pursue”…”humbly and aggressively participate.” The bottom line has to do with deep desire. How deeply do you desire “Growth in Godliness?” (pp. 131)

· Besides pride, are there other factors that could make it difficult to become this open with others?

· What would you look for in a group of men with whom you could be “humbly and aggressively inviting to pursue correction?”
